
Canadian Connemara Pony Society 
Annual General Meeting 

July 25, 2008 
 
 
Present:    Melanie White, Jocelyn Davies, Bridget Wingate, Heather Sherratt, Michael 
Colgan, Lesley Colgan, Doris Jacobi, Margot Watson, Susan MacDougall, Phillip Scott 
(guest) Rita Rawston, Cheryl Miller, Penny Huggons. 
 
1) President’s Welcome & Remarks – Heather Sherratt welcomed everyone to the 3rd 
Annual Canadian Connemara Pony Society.  She said it was a rather slow year, but we 
are gradually getting organized.   The website is getting updated, Chris Carey and Penny 
Huggons are gathering news to be included regularly on the website.    Jenny Smythe is 
going to the ICCPS meeting in Clifden, Ireland this year and has graciously offered to be 
the Canadian Representative.    
 
Heather also mentioned the ICCPS Vet Inspection Form that is currently being looked at 
and will be discussed at the upcoming ICCPS meeting.  Right now it doesn’t clarify what 
the vet is required to do exactly, especially regarding the soundness area (i.e. it is similar 
to a pre-purchase exam).  Many are currently worried that fewer ponies will be inspected 
due to the cost of such an exam.   
 
Another topic to be discussed in Clifden at the ICCPS meeting is registration of prefixes 
and farm names.   They will be discussing future rules for naming that will affect the 
registered names of all Connemara ponies.  The Irish do not want a word used in a prefix 
or farm name to be used as part of any other pony’s name.  Many countries think this 
could cause problems. 
 
2) Reading and Approval of 2007 Minutes – Jocelyn Davies read the 2007 minutes.  
Jocelyn proposed  that the minutes be accepted as read.   Susan MacDougall moved that 
they be accepted and Lesley Colgan seconded the motion. 
 
3) Treasurer’s Report – Margot Watson passed out two Statements to everyone at the 
meeting. – one for year ending December 31st and the second one ending June 30th.    
She explained that there are two different bank accounts, the account for dealing with 
CLRC matters and our General Account.     
 
As of December 31, 2008 we had a combined cash balance of $3,625.02, with an 
accounts payable owing to CLRC for December Fees of $310.25.   Margot proposed 
accepting the December 31 Statement as read/presented.  Susan MacDougall moved to 
accept the Statement and Bridget Wingate seconded the motion. 
 
As of June 30, 2008 our combined cash balance of $3,296.99 with an accounts payable of 
$162.57 for CLRC June fees owing.  Margot moved that we accept the June 30th 
Statement as presented.  Doris Jacobi seconded the motion. 
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CLRC  - It was discussed how the payments went into our bank account and how CLRC 
sometimes had a delay pending completion of the registration before taking the payment 
out of the CLRC bank account as fees.   It was also mentioned that our fees were very 
low in comparison to other breed associations that CLRC also represents.  We decided we 
needed to reduce some of our expenses and raise some of our fees.  
 
Starting January 2009, we agreed to increase our CCPS fee structure as follows: 
 Registration (including DNA) from $65.00 to $75.00 
 Registration (excluding DNA) from 20.00 to $30.00 
 Permanent Registration for mares from $20.00 to $25.00 
 Stallions will remain at $250.00 
 Duplicate Certificates from $0.00 to $25.00 
 Transfers will remain at $20.00 
 Transfers at time of registration will remain at $20.00 
 Herd name registration will remain at $25.00 
 Membership fees will be changed as follows: 
    Adult ship - $35.00 
    Junior - $15.00 
    Associate - $20.00,  
    Non-resident - $20.00. 
  Stallion Reports – We decided that CLRC fees for stallion reports were too expensive 
but that keeping stallion reports was a good idea and they should be mailed to the CCPS 
Secretary to be kept for reference purposes only.  Heather to obtain stallion report sheet.   
 
Inspection for Stallions – It was decided that stallions be inspected if they only have a  
temporary registration.  However, none of their foals can be registered until permanent 
registration is obtained and there is no back registration of their foals. 
 
Margot moved that the changes for fee structure be accepted, Susan seconded the motion. 
 
4) Report of Regional Chairs 
Susan MacDougall – Pacific Region -   Susan said the Irish Extravaganza was the 
Pacific Regions biggest event which was going to be happening the weekend of this 
Annual Meeting.   Also, thanks to Melanie offering her facility at the last minute and also 
to Margot for helping organize, they were going to be able inspect 10 ponies!    Philip 
Scott the judge for the Irish Extravaganza agreed to help inspect the ponies and with the 
coordinating of funds from the owners, Pacific Region and National Society they were 
able to pull it off.     
 
The Irish Extravanza may need to look at a new facility and also make some changes for 
next year.  This year it was found that fewer Americans were coming to the show and 
entries were down. Possibly rather than going with the Irish Draught Society, we could 
have a Mountain & Moorland show. It was thought that possibly each region should 
organize a Mountain & Moorland show or sponsor a Mountain & Moorland Class in an 
existing pony show.  
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Penny Huggons – Prairie Region -  Penny commented on how well some of our 
Connemaras in the Prairie Region were doing at the shows.   Rills Finnian was the Pony 
Hunter champion at the A Circuit Edmonton Northlands Horse Show.  He is also the 
pony with the most points on the ASJA Pony Medal standings for 2008.   Rills Fergus has 
a new owner that is thrilled with him… he was in the ribbons at the Beaumont Eventing 
Show in June this year.    Bantry Bay Dillon was Reserve Champion Jumper at the 
Caledonia Show at Amberlea this past May as well.  There is also a Rising Sun gelding in 
Saskatchewan that is doing very well in pony club and local competition. 
 
Penny also mentioned that the Prairie with the Pacific region is getting busy organizing 
their team for Team Connemara at the Battle of the Breeds competition at Spruce 
Meadows.   Bridget Wingate is our team captain again this upcoming year and it looks 
like we will have a nice competitive team. 
 
Rick Doner – Central Region – No report from Rick as things have been very quiet in 
the East.  Heather mentioned that Rick & Dale purchased a nice new stallion prospect last 
year and has had one foal this year by Wildwych Eclipse.   
 
5 )  Report and discussion on Inspections Program – Presented by Heather Sherratt 
Full details will be on our website.    Premium mares need an inspection score of 75% or 
more. There will be no “premium” stallions, however they will be eligible for the “Elite” 
program.    The Elite program will be similar to the British system which combines 
progeny and performance.  This elite program will be promoted in our newsletter & 
website for our members. 
 
Trainee Inspectors – need to decide on an appropriate training program..  One idea was 
the Judy Wardrope conformation clinic and also her on line course. 
 
Heather moved that we accept the inspection forms and program as it is, with a resolution 
that it can be improved/changed in the future as required.   Margot seconded the motion. 
 
6) Awards Program – Presented by Doris Jacobi   
Doris explained the new Awards Program.    All members/owners of ponies in the 
Awards Program will have to be made aware of the new rules through the Newsletter and 
website.   It is also important for breeders/owners to send  a copy of the new program 
when selling a pony so that the new owners will continue with the program and continue 
to accumulate points for the pony.    NOTE:  To be eligible to accumulate points owners 
must be members of the CCPS. 
  
Lifetime Awards – Sponsors are needed.  Heather will talk to Dale for the Eastern region.  
Michael Colgan volunteered for the Pacific Region and the west will ask Elsie Priddy for 
the Prairie Region. 
 
Purebred Performance Award was awarded to Balius Cardia, Owner:  Melanie White. 
Lynfield Cormac MacCarthy Award  was awarded to Rills Carrick Fergus, owner at time 
of points – Elsie Priddy. 
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7) Web Page – Presented by Susan MacDougall 
Web Page – Contracts for the webpage are in the process of being signed now.  Cost for 
Webpage upgrade is $800.00 to Tracy Dopko.   Other annual costs are $200  paid semi- 
annually ,July & January. Domain Name cost is $200.00. 
We are working on news for the wepage, lots of ideas!  
Policies will be put on the webpage.  Internet Policy needs to be amended to include 
Sponsorship advertisement. 
 
8) Magazine/Newsletter – Report by Rick Doner, presented by Heather Sherratt 
For the second Newsletter sent February 2008, 116 copies were sent out.  Cost was 
significant.   For the fall newsletter it was decided that only members would receive it 
(approx 50).  It also will be downloadable off of the website for those who want more 
copies.    It should be only part colour with mostly black & white to keep the cost down..  
Sponsorship is a way also to help with the cost.    We should include basic information in 
the newsletter, such as AGM minutes, awards program, farm news, etc.  
   
There was a suggestion we could have an Annual magazine similar to the English 
Chronicle, listing stallions, performance, farm advertising, lots of sponsors, etc.  Michael 
Colgan volunteered to help organize the publication of this.    Our plan is to put out our 
first publication in Fall of 2009.   It is estimated that this will cost $10.00 - $15.00  per 
copy.    All felt this would be a great way to keep a record of history of Connemaras in 
Canada.   We have some very good articles of some wonderful Canadian ponies in the 
past that could be brought forward and published.   
 
Poster – Margot and Susan to organize a CCPS poster.  Something that we could 
download from the website for breed/promotional shows, etc. 
 
9)  Archives and historical Records for Society – Jennifer Smythe 
No Report 
 
10) Report on Arbitration Committee – Bridget Wingate 
Bridget says she is happy to report there are no complaints at the moment. 
 
11)  CLRC – Report by Ron Black, Presented by Heather Sherratt 
Ron Black wrote a report from the CLRC for the CCPS and Heather read his report.   
As of July 16th CCPS has 54 members, increase from 42 from 2007.    We have 39 
purebred ponies registered, 30 HB Ponies, and applications in progress for 25 additional 
animals.  Already in 2008 there have been 21 transfers (mostly animals that were sold 
prior to being registered).   Laura Lee Mills is the designated Registrar for Connemara 
Ponies.   
Note:  2 photos are needed for “Purebred” permanent registration. 
There is the 2009 CLRC Workshop and Annual Meeting in Toronto on April 25th 2009.   
We are encouraged to attend this meeting.   We will ask Rick Doner to attend this. 
 
13)  Connemara Store – Val Everson, presented by Heather Sherratt 
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Val Everson is looking after this… so far nothing to sell.   We discussed having orders go 
through our webpage through Tracy Dopko our Webmaster.   
T-Shirts – Jocelyn mentioned that she had ordered some t-shirts from E:Bay that had a 
very good price and that maybe we could order on an as-need basis.  She will look into 
this. 
 
 
14) Report of  Nominating Committee and Election of Board of Governors  
There were 17 Votes received 
 
15) Results of Elections for 2008  
Pacific – Margot Watson – 17 votes 
Prairie – Bridget Wingate – 17 votes 
Central Region – Heather Sherratt – 17 votes. 
 
It was proposed by Bridget Wingate that the ballots be destroyed.  This was seconded by 
Susan MacDougall.  
 
16) Appointment of Chair of Nominating Committee for 2009  
Penny Huggons graciously accepted this appointment 
 
17)  Any other business – No other business was brought forward to discuss 
 
18) Date and Place of AGM 2009 – Tentative place and date are Calgary, Alberta, early 
September (coordinated with the Spruce Meadows Masters Tournament and Battle of the 
Breeds.  It is also hoped to plan more Alberta inspections at this time. 
 
19) Meeting Adjourned - Penny motioned that the meeting be adjourned at 6:15 pm and 
Lesley Colgan seconded the motion. 
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